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PRESENTING THE 2004 OAKES AWARDS
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New Westminster, CANADA

his past year was definitely a strange one in terms of beerhunting structure. I found more beers ~

and
more really good ones — than expected over the first six months (though May and June were the best of
those) but then things got all weird. I hit the road for 5 ¥2 menths. At first, everything was great — I
didn’t just find a new beer or a new brewery, I found an entirely new beer scene. One that completely
rocks. I'm still waiting for Michael Jackson to get up to northern Lithuania and mooch off my work the
way I've spent the past ten years mooching off of his. It’s about time I gave something back to The Man
for inspiring me to beerhunt and showing me the way to all those awesome beers and breweries in the
90’s.

After Lithuania, Sweden was the site of many great experiences jammed into a small window of only a
few days. It was so intense, slimjimdrinker has been scared to come back to the site ever since. I mean,
those Ratebeer parties can really mess with you.

From there, it started to slowly fade. The ratio of microbrew to macrobrew dropped from Finland to
Russia to Uzbekistan to Kyrgyzstan. Heck, I was happy just to find any microbrew in those last two
countries. China was strange — so many terrible pale lagers, but the good beers there really are pretty
good. Either that or my palate was in shock. When I got back to Vancouver, I finished with a flourish.

The results of all this? The 2004 Oakes Awards.

Best New Brewery — Strangely, for all those new breweries, very few were both new and memorable.
Well, there were some, but they only made one or two beers, which is not much to declare a Best New
Brewery award with. Padubysio, Jovaru, Chimkora and Vygantas in Lithuania are all possibilities.
Wuhan Brautechnischesakademie and Le Vétre in China were good, too. But maybe this year I'll just call
it the Best Brewery and give it to Nynashamns, who rocked me with two world classics — Pickia Pils and
Fatlagrad Smérpundet Porter.

Lager of the Year — [ may have had a million of them, but a lot of those were terrible. Thankfully, the
Lithuanian farmhouse brews fall into this family, and they dominate the top ten. China managed a
couple of top ten lagers out of their 100+ entrants (Le Vétre Yellow, Tsingtao Black), and Uzbekistan got
in there as well (Gambrinus Nefiltrovne). In third place, Padubysio Bernelius from Pakruojis, Lithuania.
Second place came from just down the road — Jovaru Alus from Jovarai, Lithuania. The
best Lager of 2004 was Nynidshamns Pickla Pils, a true show-stopper that they need to start mailing to
me on a bi-weekly basis.

Session of the Year - The day Per and I discovered Lithuanian farmhouse beer at Alaus Baras Kelias.
From the bar snacks, the attempted conversations with the locals, the sunshine, the exuberant publican
to the bizarre, wonderful beer this was just about as close to perfect as I could imagine a session being.

Beer Style of the Year — Lithuanian Farmhouse Ales were the main event, no question. Sure, I
had lots of unblended lambics, Trappist ales, and I doubled the amount of Helles in my database (with
many wonderful examples, I might add), but 2004 will always be the year of the Lithuanian
Farmhouse for me.

New Beer of the Year — I'll break tradition a little and not give it to one of the category winners. How
can I justify this? I'll give it to the classic example of the Style of the Year. The winner - Jovaru
Alus, from the Jovaru Brewery in Jovarai, Lithuania. Consumed at a nameless
working man’s bar across from the Pakruojis bus depot, which typifies the scene from which it hails.
Plus, it is a fantastic beer.
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DIPLOMAS

Parodos “Siauliai 2007
GAMINYS

Individuali Aldonos Udrienés jmoné

KaimiSkas Jovary alus

2007 m. gruodzio 8 d.

13 priedas



13 priedas

SertifiRatas

VIESOJI ISTAIGA

Kulinarijos paveldo fondas

2007 03 31 Reg.Nr. A 2

[sduotas

Aldonos Udrienés individualiai jmonei
Kodas 167904522

Alyvy g. 2, Jovary k., Pakruojo raj.

Sis sertifikatas liudija, kad jmonés gaminiai: ,,KaimiSkas Jovary alus* (5,6%
stiprumo), ,,Kaimiskas Jovary alus“ (6,5% stiprumo), ,KaimiSkas Jovaruy alus®
$nekutis (6,0% stiprumo), ,,Kaimi$kas Jovary alus“ su natiraliu medumi (6,0%

stiprumo) yra pagaminti pagal tradicine autentiSka technologija ir jiems suteikiamas

kulinarijos paveldo

statusas

Sis sertifikatas suteikia teise iSvardintus produktus (gaminius) Zenklinti
Kulinarijos paveldo fondo

zenklu.

/%, KULINARIJOS \Cs|
AVELDO FONDAS \ |
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IPLOMA

VIESOJI ISTAIGA

Kulinarijos paveldo fondas

Vilnius
2008 11 28

Konkursas ,,Geriausias kaimiskas alus 2008

apdovanojamas

»KaimiSkas Jovary alus“
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LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKOS
ZEMES UKIO MINISTERIJA

A.UDRIENES INDIVIDUALIAI
IMONEI ,,JOVARU ALUS*

uZ tradiciniy amaty pristatymg, puoseléfimq
ir gyvosios tradicijos testinumq

KAZIUKO mugéje Vilniuje
Ministras ﬁf/y/fé//{»»f gy Kazys Starkevicius

2009 m. Rovo 7 d. Nr. 112
Vilnius
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20-0ji tarptauting zemes fikio ir maisto pramongés paroda

20th International Exhibition for Agriculture and Food Industry

Kaimiskas Jovary alus

AGROBALT 2014 SERTIFIKATAS
Il ALDONOS UDRIENES

AGROBALT 2014 CERTIFICATE

Lietuvos Respublikos

Zemés tkio ministras

Minister of Agriculture
of the Republic of Lithuania

Prof. égili_ju\' Jukna
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