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symbols in the wine sector is facultative, but once the producers decide to use the symbols, 
they should reproduce them as provided in the above-mentioned Annex XVII of 
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2025/26. 

2. Is it possible to include the Union symbol for PDO/PGI in a different colour on the front 
label, even if the name of the region is listed on the back label? 

If the PDO/PGI symbols are used, they have always to be in the form and colours as 
provided in the Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2025/26, Annex XVII.  

Where the Union symbols appear on the labelling of PDO/PGI wine, they shall be always 
accompanied by the registered name. This means that, if a wine producer decides to use 
the Union symbol, the symbol should be reproduced on the same label (in the same field 
of vision), where the PDO/PGI name appears. If a PDO/PGI name appears both on the 
front and back labels, the Union symbol can be put on either of the labels or on both labels, 
up to the producer’s choice. However, since the symbol is considered to convey an 
essential information, it should always appear in a prominent place.  

3. Historically, companies have registered various wine names as trademarks – mostly as 
figurative marks containing word elements, for example, Nitrianske knieža or Tibavské 
dievča. Today, these trademarks are still protected, but they are being used on wines 
without a geographical indication. This tradition dates back 30 years. Is it a legitimate 
practice? 

Regulation (EU) 2024/1143 contains a rule allowing co-existence of trade marks and 
geographical indications, subject to certain rules. In particular, as provided in Article 31(3) 
of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143, a trade mark, which has been applied for, registered, or 
established through use in good faith within the territory of the Union, before the date of 
submission of the application for registration of a conflicting geographical indication to 
the Commission, may continue to be used and renewed, provided that no grounds for its 
invalidity or revocation exist. In line with those rules, if the conditions of the 
aforementioned provision are fulfilled, trade marks registered before the registration of a 
Slovak wine PDO/PGI, even if such trade marks contain a PDO, may continue to co-exist 
with the PDO and be used. 

4. IP Office (ÚPV) also approves trademarks such as ‘Vína Malých Karpát’ (figurative 
marks containing word elements). Is it contrary to Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013, since 
there is PDO Malokarpatská/ské/ský víno/vine-growing area? 

In order to determine if the registration of trademarks such as ‘Vína Malých Karpát’ 
(meaning: ‘Wines of Small Carpathians’) would be in contravention to the protection of 
PDO ‘Malokarpatská / Malokarpatské / Malokarpatský’ (being an adjective from Small 
Carpathians), the general rule is that trade marks that contravene the protection set out in 
Article 26(1) of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143 should not be registered. Additional elements 
are usually taken into account by IP offices. In particular, IP offices may register trade 
marks containing a geographical indication with the limitation that they are used only on 
products that comply with the product specification of the geographical indications.  

5. We have protected specific wine names: Skalický rubín, Karpatská perla and we have 
protected areas, e.g. "malokarpatská vinohradnícka oblasť". Can, for example, “Skalický 
rubín” and “Karpatská perla” use the registered name of the wine on the front and the 
name of the region " malokarpatská vinohradnícka oblasť " on the back of the label, 
possibly with EU symbols?  



 

3 

Slovakia has protected as PDOs the names ‘Malokarpatská / Malokarpatské / 
Malokarpatský’, as well as ‘Skalický rubín’ or ‘Karpatská perla’, where the latter two 
PDOs are contained within the demarcated area of PDO ‘Malokarpatská / Malokarpatské 
/ Malokarpatský’.  

A product may not bear two GI names simultaneously, because this would contradict the 
fundamental principles of the GI protection system and the rules on consumer information. 
Each GI is defined by a unique product specification that establishes the product’s 
characteristics, the production method, the geographical area and its link with the product. 
As such, the name identifies a specific and exclusive relationship between concrete product 
and concrete area; it therefore cannot be shared or combined with another protected name 
without undermining the clarity and credibility of that link. Consequently, two PDO names 
– e.g. ‘Malokarpatská’ and ‘Skalický rubín’ may not be used on the same wine. 

In this regard, please note that the name ‘malokarpatská vinohradnícka oblasť (i.e. wine-
growing area of Small Carpathians), to which you refer, may not be put on a label of 
‘Skalický rubín’ PDO or ‘Karpatská perla’ PDO arguing that it is not used as a PDO name 
but as a name of the protected area determined by the national legislation. The name 
‘Malokarpatská / Malokarpatské / Malokarpatský’ is a protected GI name that can be used 
exclusively on wine which meets the requirements of the product specification of PDO 
‘Malokarpatská / Malokarpatské / Malokarpatský’. 

The rules on the use of the Union symbols apply, as referred above.  

6. If the name of a protected wine-growing region with a wine variety is used, e.g. 
"malokarpatský rizling", can the PDO information be used? Or with the name TOKAJSKÉ 
VÍNO, can “Tokajské samorodné suché”, PDO be used?  

‘Malokarpatský rizling’ appears to combine the name of the PDO ‘Malokarpatský’ and the 
name of grape variety ‘rizling’. These two elements are subject to different rules. If the 
PDO name ‘Malokarpatský’ is used in presentation or labelling of wine, the term ‘protected 
designation of origin’ must be used as well (see Article 119 (1)(b) of Regulation (EU) 
1308/2013 (3)), while the use of the Union symbol or abbreviation ‘PDO’ is optional (see 
Article 120(1)(e) and (h) of Regulation (EU) 1308/2013). The use of the name of a grape 
variety in labelling and presentation of PDO wine is subject to rules provided in Article 
120(1)(b) of Regulation (EU) 1308/2013) and Article 50 of Commission Delegated 
Regulation (EU) 2019/33 (4).  

In this context, please note that the full name of the PDO, as registered, should be used in 
labelling and presentation of wine. Neither ‘TOKAJSKÉ VÍNO’, nor 
‘Tokajské samorodné suché’ are registered PDO names and thus they may not be 
associated with the term ‘protected designation of origin’ nor with the Union symbol, nor 
abbreviation ‘PDO’. If the producers wish to use those elements, they need to use the full 
name as registered, i.e. ‘Vinohradnícka oblasť Tokaj’ or ‘TOKAJSKÉ VÍNO zo slovenskej 
oblasti’.  

7. Protection date of certain Slovak wine and spirit drinks GIs 

 
(3) ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2013/1308/oj 

(4) ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2019/33/oj 






