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1. Firstly, you asked several questions about Regulation (EU) 2024/1143. 

1.1 Can we, as a competent authority under the OCR, enforce Article 43(2) of 
Regulation (EU) 2024/1143? 

In accordance with Article 43(2) of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143, the relevant national 
judicial or administrative authorities of the Member States may, in accordance with Article 
9 of Regulation (EU) 2022/2065, issue an order to act against illegal content. Neither 
Regulation (EU) 2024/1143 nor Regulation (EU) 2022/2065 specify which are those 
authorities. Enforcement of protection of geographical indications is the competence of 
Member States. Therefore, the specific procedures and competent authorities are 
determined by each Member State.  

An order to act against illegal content can be issued by different authorities  e.g., courts, 
regulatory bodies or government agencies that oversee specific areas of law enforcement, 
consumer protection authorities, etc. Competent authorities designated under the OCR can 
thus be among the authorities enforcing Article 43(2) of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143 if 
they are given such mandate under the laws of the Member States. 

1.2 If yes  under which other circumstances can a competent authority under the 
OCR enforce the rules of the DSA  including Articles 9 and 10 in the DSA in 
cases involving non-compliances in the agri-food chain? 

From the perspective of geographical indications, competent authorities, if given such 
mandate, can enforce DSA provisions in cases where online platforms or intermediary 
services are involved in providing information related to the advertising, promotion and 
sale of agri-food products that contravenes GI protection and thus shall be considered 
illegal content, as stipulated in Article 43(1) of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143. Article 43 
only refers to Article 9 of Regulation (EU) 2022/2065 regarding orders to act against illegal 
content.  

1.3 If the OCR authorities cannot be seen as competent authorities in relation to the 
DSA  who should enforce e-commerce related non-compliances in the agri-food 
chain? 

Under the system of geographical indications, in accordance with Article 42(1) of 
Regulation (EU) 2024/1143, Member States shall designate one or more competent 
authorities responsible for verification of, and enforcement actions on, the use of GI after 
the product designated by a GI has been placed on the market, which includes operations 
such as storage, transit, distribution or offering for sale, including in electronic commerce. 
In accordance with Article 38(3) of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143, these competent 
authorities shall comply with the requirements laid down in the OCR.  

In accordance with Article 42(3) of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143, Member States shall take 
appropriate administrative and judicial steps to prevent or stop the use of names of products 
or services, including through online interfaces, that are produced, provided or marketed 
in their territory, or intended for export to third countries, and that contravenes protection 
of GIs. However, the specific procedures for the enforcement of protection of GIs are 
determined by the national laws of each Member State.  
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Therefore, in accordance with these provisions, competent authorities designated by 
Member States for controls of GIs are also obliged to monitor e-commerce and, in case of 
violation of GI protection, they shall take appropriate action. Pursuant to Article 49 of 
Regulation (EU) 2022/2065, Member States shall designate competent authorities for the 
enforcement of its rules to providers of intermediary services (including online platforms) 
having their main establishment in their territory. Member States may decide to designate 
competent authorities for controls of GIs also as competent authorities for the enforcement 
of the DSA, provided that they fulfil the requirements set out in Article 50 therein. 
Consequently, if enforcement requires measures under the DSA and competent authorities 
for controls of GIs are not given mandate for DSA enforcement, they would need to 
coordinate with the competent DSA authorities.  

In addition, the relevant national judicial or administrative authorities, on the basis of the 
applicable Union law or national law in compliance with Union law, may issue orders to 
act against illegal content. As regards orders fulfilling the conditions set out in Article 9 of 
Regulation (EU) 2022/2065, providers of intermediary services shall inform the authority 
issuing the order, or any other authority specified in the order, of any effect given to the 
order without undue delay. 

2. Secondly, in your email you referred to Recital 55 of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143, which 
states that: 
to react properly to a violation, established under this Regulation, of the protection of 
a geographical indication, by a registered domain name. Therefore, when exercising 
their official control tasks, those authorities should be able to take appropriate steps 
with a view to disabling access from the territory of the Member State concerned to 

 

In this regard, you posed the following questions: 

2.1 How can that be achieved? What instruments are available for the CA to 
efficiently disable the access? Notice of take down? 

Under Article 42(4) of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143, Member States shall take appropriate 
administrative and judicial steps to disable access to domain names that contravene 
protection of GIs, from their territory.  

This article does not specify what administrative and judicial steps must be taken and by 
which authority of a Member State. It implies that the Member States must use their 
national administrative (e.g., competent authorities, regulatory agencies) or/and judicial 
(courts, legal systems) processes to disable access to domain names from their territory. 
Provisions of this paragraph leave for Member States to decide on actors and processes on 
disabling access of domain names from their territory. In practical terms, if the competent 
authority finds a domain name infringing a GI, it shall take an action in line with national 
procedures (e.g., bring it to the court). In most cases, the actual act of disabling access to 
domain names is done by the Internet Service Providers (ISP). 

In any case, Article 9 of DSA sets out the requirements that national orders to act against 
illegal content addressed to online intermediary service providers, including ISPs, issued 
on the basis of the applicable Union law or national law in compliance with Union law 
shall fulfil to result in an obligation for the concerned service provider to provide feedback 
on the effect given to the order.   
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2.2. Why only focus on disabling access from the territory of the specific MS and 
not on EU level if an infringement of EU legislation is found? 

While the recital and article mention disabling access at the national level, this does not 
exclude a coordinated approach across Member States. However, each Member State shall 
act within their own geographical borders.  

2.3. How will the EC support the MS in this matter, especially if linked to websites 
located outside EU? 

Enforcement of GI protection is the competence of Member States. The Commission 
services provide guidance on the implementation of the rules.  

If the domain names infringing protection of GIs are located outside the EU, each Member 
State is obliged to take the appropriate steps only to disable access to domain names from 
their territory.  

Article 42(4) of Regulation (EU) 2024/1143 entails that it should be for a Member State 
where a GI infringement is found to initiate the action to disable access to domain name 
from its territory, following the appropriate national procedures. In most cases, disabling 
of access to domain names is done by the internet service providers (ISP), on order issued 
by relevant authorities of the Member State. However, the access to the domain name 
would only be disabled in the Member State(s) which has/have adopted such measure to 
disable the access. The same domain name would remain accessible in other Member 
States and outside the European Union as this measure only restricts access rather than 
removing the domain name. 

Questions concerning DSA (2022/2065) 

3. Thirdly, in your email you also posed questions concerning the rules for platforms under 
Regulation (EU) 2022/2065 (the DSA). You mentioned that the Commission is 
primarily responsible for the monitoring and enforcement of the additional obligations 
applying to very large online platforms (VLOPs) and very large online engines 
(VLOSEs), such as the measures to mitigate systemic risks and you asked the following 
questions: 

3.1 
enforcement of VLOPs and VLOSEs? 

The Regulation (EU) 2022/2065 (the DSA) confers supervision and enforcement powers 
on the Commission as the main enforcement authority for designated VLOPs and 
VLOSEs. In its supervisory efforts the Commission works together with a network 
of European Digital Services coordinators, competent authorities at the Member State 
level for the smaller online platforms.  
 
To this day, the Commission's enforcement activities include sending over 125 requests 
for information covering various enforcement areas such as e.g. illegal content, 
disinformation, public data access for researchers, and generative AI systems. The 
Commission has also initiated 14 formal proceedings for potential DSA breaches against 
several VLOPs, such as e.g. X, TikTok, AliExpress, Temu or Pornhub.  These proceedings 








