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Therefore, if it is shown in the front label, it is sufficient that the Union symbol appears once. 
Appearing only in the back label does not satisfy the labelling requirements.   

As regards the application of Article 37(5), it is the actual producer of the product that has to be 
mentioned on the label. Following the applicability of this provision (14 May 2026), the obligation 
to indicate the producer will prevail on the obligation not to disclose confidential business secret. 
The retail/brand name is normally different from the authentic producer of the product, therefore 
indicating the retail/brand name does not satisfy the required condition. However, if the brand name 
is identical to  

Production facilities are not relevant. Mentioning the name of the person or company producing the 
product is enough.  

In the case of aged products, where the ageing is the last production step of the GI, as provided in 
the product specification, the maturer may be considered a producer. This applies both to 
agricultural products and spirit drinks.  

For agricultural products only, it is possible to 
being the person or company responsible for carrying out substantial processing of the 

product. The definition of operator  in Article 2(1)(e) of the GI Regulation is not applicable in this 
case since the operator perform processing (post-production) 
activity that is not necessarily included in the product specification. Consequently, for products like 
grated and blended cheese designated by a GI coming from multiple producers, and where the 
grating and blending is not part of the products specifications, the blender or grater may be 
mentioned on the label  

As regards cheese products marketed in pieces (to be sold individually), the authentic producer of 
each piece should be mentioned. It is not possible to indicate only the name of the operator who 
carries out the selection of products.   

It is not mandatory to reproduce the name of the producer of the GI (for food and spirit drink sectors) 
or of the GI operator (for the food sector only) in the same field of vision of the registered GI name 
each time the GI name appears on the label. The name of the producer (or operator for agricultural 
products) of the GI should appear at least once on the label (in the same field of vision of the GI 
name). In addition, in view of the objectives of the Regulation, it is not mandatory either to have the 
name of the producer/operator in the front label. It may be mentioned only in the back label. 

The present opinion is provided based on the facts as set out in your letter of 17 December 2024 and 
expresses the view of the Commission services and does not commit the European Commission. In 
the event of a dispute involving European Union law, it is for the Court of Justice of the European 
Union to provide a definitive interpretation of the applicable European Union law. 

Yours faithfully, 

Diego CANGA FANO 




